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How will this grand conversion to Christ be brought about? For there 
are myriads of human beings, who, while they live in mortality, never hear 
the name of Christ uttered. Then how are they to bow the knee and with 
the tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ? It cannot be on the ground 
of information received in mortality; for they have not heard His name 
while in the flesh. Then how shall they get the necessary knowledge? 
This is another phase of the Gospel of the Son of God as understood by 
the Latter-day Saints, the most beautiful and sublime that could enter 
into the human mind, and stands in unison with the principle of pre- 
existence and the brotherhood of mankind—that is, that the preaching 
and application of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not confined to this life, 
but extends beyond mortality, in order that Christ may be the victor, and 
that Satan may not be triumphant over our Lord and Master. Hence 
when Christ was upon the earth He had a two-fold mission to perform; 
first, to dwellers in the mortal state, and next, to the disembodied spirits 
who had lived in this earthly sphere. He established His Church on 
earth, with all its officers, its gifts, its powers, its ordinances and its 
blessings; and when He concluded this part of His mission, He said to 
His disciples, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these sball he do, because I go unto my 
Father.” He empowered them to perpetuate His work and gave them the 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. He gave them to the President of the 
Church of that day, and said to him :— 


And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
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whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

This was a most emphatic method of conveying to Peter, the chief 
Apostle of that age, the necessary authority, that his acts and the acts of 
those who operated in unison with him should be acknowledged in Heaven, 
because they were legal, being authorized by the Son of God. When He 
had done this work in this life Christ was offered up, atoning with His 
blood for the sin of the world, that the way of salvation might be fully 
opened to all the children of God. Then the Apostle Peter said, concern- 
ing the Savior “Being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit, by which also He went and preached to the spirits in prison.” 
What for? “That they might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit.” Thus having opened His dispen- 
sation among men in the flesh, He also opened it in the world of departed 
spirits and preached to them the Gospel. And this explains the words of 
the Apostle Paul, when he was instructing the Corinthians on the doctrine 
of the resurrection. Some of these people not believing in the resurrec- 
tion of the body as a fact, nor in the atonement of Christ, he said: “Else 
what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not 
at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?” This opens up a cum- 
prehensive principle in unison with the atonement of Jesus Christ—the 
performance of vicarious work for the dead who heard not the Gospel in 
their day. 

Now, my brethren and sisters and friends, comes a new dispensation, 
the great dispensation of the latter days, toward which the prophets have 
looked as they gazed downward along the stream of time; a dispensation 
into which all the others would flow as tributaries into the great ocean; 
the days spoken of when all things should be gathered together in one. 
Whether the world believe it or not, we take the position that this dis- 
pensation was ushered in by a prophet in these times, and that through 
him the key of knowledge was restored. What is the key of knowledge? 
The key of knowledge in relation to divine things is revelation, commu- 
nication between our Father in Heaven and His children on earth; and 
without it we have no positive knowledge of heavenly conditions. The 
Prophet Joseph Smith, by commandment of the Almighty, as we hold, in 
the nineteenth century, near its beginning, received communications froin 
the Most High, and on April 6, 1830, the true Church of Christ was organ- 
ized, and that Church was and is the same in all its features as the Church 
that He established in His day. Joseph Smith accomplished this, and, 
like his Master, he was buffeted and driven from pillar to post, from state 
to state; but still in the strength and power of God and the integrity of 
his own sublime nature, he adhered to the mission confided to him—the 
most glorious mission of establishing the Church of Christ anew in mor- 
tality. And he also, during his lifetime, announced, by divine authoriza- 
tion, that the Gospel, its preaching and power, was not to be limited to 
this sphere. He unfolded the glorious plan of Jehovah to those who had 
the privilege of listening to his voice and reading the revelations that 
were given to him from the Most High and communicated the glad tidings 
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that there was no principle, no ordinance, no blessing that could be con- 
ferred upon man in the flesh, but what could be applied also to those who 
died without them. He announced the glorious news that the principles 
of the Gospel that are initiatory in their character—faith,in Christ, 
repentance of sin, baptism by immersion, by one holding authority, for 
the remission of sins, and the imposition of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost—should be preached by the duly commissioned servants of 
the Most High who pass into the spirit world. It was declared by him 
that those principles and ordinances could be applied to our forefathers, 
who knew not the Gospel because its keys and powers were not amongst 
them in their generation. He announced that the vicarious part of this 
labor must be performed in edifices erected for that purpose, sacred and 
holy to the Most High. That is the reason the Latter-day Saints have 
been a temple-building people. That is why the hearts of the Saints are 
directed in love and devotion towards these revered structures. 

After the Prophet Joseph had established those principles, and conferred 
on others, as Jesus Christ did, the same authority and power to minister, 
to officiate, and to superintend, that he held, then, as his Lord and Master 
did, he sealed his testimony with his blood. And as the testament of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is in force in all the world, and has been since His 
crucifixion, and was even before it occurred, by the law of sacrifice, so is 
the testament of the Prophet Joseph Smith, a son of Ephraim, a: 
descendant of Joseph that was sold into Egypt, in force in all the world, 
and beyond it, reaching into the spirit life; for he was a special servant 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then following still further.in the footsteps of 
the Redeemer, he opened the latter-day dispensation to the world of 
disembodied spirits, to whom he proclaimed freedom to the captive through 
the merits of the blessed Savior. He turned the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, having already turned the hearts of the children on earth in 
the direction of their progenitors. This, my brethren and sisters, explains 
by what method, by what modus operandi, the grand effect will be 
produced that I have already mentioned—when every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ. Why? Because they will 
hear of Him. They will hear in the life beyond this that Jesus is the Christ. 

The Lord Jesus Christ said to Nicodemus :— 


Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. 


Now, these people who have died in ignorance of the Gospel cannot be 
baptized of water. But they can believe. In their disembodied condition 
they can believe that Jesus is the Christ. They can repent of their sins. 
And those whosurvive them and understand the grand plan of redemption 
can enter the holy places and be baptized for them and in their 
behalf, on the vicarious principle that was exemplitied in the atonement 
of Jesus Christ, who died in our stead; and they can receive the Holy 
Ghost also by the individuals officiating for them receiving the ordinance 
through which it is conferred, in their behalf. And when the information 
is conveyed to them behind the veil, and they accept of the vicarious work 
done for them, its virtue is the same as if they had received these 
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ordinances in their own persons, even as the atonement of Jesus Christ is 
efficacious for us for the transgression of our first parents the effect of 
which was entailed upon us. 

Is not this a grand and glorious plan, Resthe of the source from which 
itcame? And I take occasion to say here that after a thorough, honest 
and complete, so far as facilities for understanding have been presented, 
investigation, I have long since come to the conclusion that a scheme of 
this character, a plan so intricate in detail, so simple, so broad and so 
magnanimous in its application, could never have been concocted by the 
unaided intellect of any human being that ever lived. It is the plan of 
Jehovah. 

I have already spoken of pre-existence of man, and it is understood that 
those who kept their first estate in the heavens had the privilege of coming 
here and passing through this vale of tears, as it is called, through a 
progressive condition, that they might inherit a greater and more 
exceeding weight of glory than they had in the heavens before they came 
to earth. There are but few who embrace this plan that I have feebly 
attempted to describe among all the myriads of human beings that have 
lived and have had opportunities of so doing. When the magnificent 
divine gift has been offered, but few have accepted it; because there are 
two powers and inspirations at work—the inspiration of him who is the 
‘arch-enemy of the Redeemer, on the one hand, and the Spirit of God, which 
maketh the truth manifest, on the other. But men, asa rule, love dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds are evil; and, seeing that there 
is no more unpopular position that can be assumed in this life than to 
become connected with, and to defend with all the powers possessed, the 
truth as it is revealed from heaven, I take it that no person can doa 
nobler act in life than to accept of the conditions which Christ has laid 
down. Itis said by the servants of God when they go forth, the sheep 
will hear the voice of the shepherd, and another they will not follow, 
because they know the voice of the good shepherd. So the Elders have 
found out that two or three of a city, one of a family, hear the voice of the 
Master and come into the fold. Here is an opportunity for the grandest 
consistency that could be exhibited—from our standpoint; for as we 
dwelt in Heaven and there understood the conditions upon which we were 
to come here, having accepted Christ as our Redeemer, when we accept 
Him here in the fulness of that which He reveals we perpetuate the 
agreement into which we entered in the presence of the Father. Such as 
elect this course in mortality and maintain it are entitled to an ultimate 
realization of the highest possibilities of the plan of divine redemption. 
According to the promises that God has made, if we continue in that line 
of action, and adherence to the heavens, we will go to the place from 
whence we came, enter into the presence of the Father and the Son, and 
inherit mansions of eternal felicity, clothed upon with glory, immortality 
and eternal lives. This I understand to be the destiny of the obedient 
sons and daughters of the Most High God. 

That this may be our eternal future is the prayer of your humble servant 
in Jesus Christ. Amen. | 
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SALVATION BY THE RACK. 


MEDIZVAL torture was not, indeed, applied exclusively in the interests of 
religion ; the Council of Ten and the Spanish Inquisition were organized 
to maintain worldly no less than heavenly order. But the atrocities 
which the history of those times relates were never more inhuman than 
when they were perpetrated in the name of the Prince of Peace; and the 
perpetrators were personages in the highest odor of sanctity. Torture 
was the fashionable and final theological argument, and was inflicted, as 
opportunity served, by heretics as well as upon them. No sect, party, or 
community had the monopoly of it; it was a generally recognized and 
accepted form of persuasion or chastisement; and the constancy with 
which its victims endured torment was only a degree less surprising than 
the resolution with which its agents applied it. 

From one point of view torture was a natural outgrowth of the lawless 
and savage condition of Europe and Asia during the early centuries after 
Christ. By way of maintaining some sort of social order secret organiza- 
tions were formed, which ruled by the terror of mystery quite as much as 
by their actual physical strength. Their influence was, upon the whole, 
beneficial; they were, in some respects, analogous to the famous vigilance 
committees which were a feature of our early Californian life. Their cor- 
ruption, decay, and extinction were the consequence of the improvement 
of the social conditions which they had come into existence to control. 

The heart sickens as one reads these awful pages (descriptive of the 
tortures) and calls up the spectacles which they portray. It seems to be 
the story of a world wholly monstrous and diabolical. And yet, all this 
while, innocent children were being born, and young men and maidens 
were loving and mating, and good and happy lives were lived, and Bacon 
and Shakespeare wrote immortal works. It was substantially the same 
beautiful, various, kindly world that we now live in. Nevertheless, it is 
hard to avoid the notion that the powers of darkness were permitted in 
those ages to walk the earth more boldly and openly than to-day, and to 
seize their prey with less ceremony and subterfuge than at present. It 
was one of the long series of experiences through which mankind must 
needs pass before they can attain that state which is secure from the 
shadows of the pit. . 

The story of torture is not told in vain; it has a lesson. It is evident 
that those who inflicted it justified their act to their own minds by argu- 
ments based upon the integrity and prosperity of the State and upon 
interpretations of Holy Writ. Religious orthodoxy in those days was 
essential to social order. Heretics were inevitably rebels against human 
as well as divine laws. Restraint and penalties were indispensable, if the 
community was to be preserved. On the other hand, it is doubtful 
whether death, or even torture, would have been inflicted on theological 
grounds alone. Certainly the Roman Inquisition, which was purely a 
religious institution, never inflicted death; whereas that of Spain, which 
was mainly political, was steeped in blood from the outset. Tenderness 
for the souls of the erring may have been genuine, but it would not have 


! 
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found such extreme expression had not secular considerations been in- 
volved with it. Be that as it may, the excuse and the precedent were 
Scriptural, based, it is true, upon a complete perversion of the true spirit 
of Scripture, but we may reasonably hold the perversion to have been an 
honest one. 

And in those days the “higher criticism” had not yet been evolved, and 
men believed the Bible with an intense, if superstitious, faith. They read 
in the Bible that God punished sin: that if it were persisted in, He 
punished it after the death of the body with an eternity of torments, 
compared with which the worst that man can inflict were as nothing. 
This served as their precedent. Their excuse was yet more plausible. 
Evil in man was caused by the machinations of the devil—by the sugges- 
tion and persuasion of his angels. The Inquisition, by torturing the body, 
aimed to cast out these devils. This accomplished, the soul would be 
saved from the everlasting torments of hell. Temporal pain was the 
severe yet merciful means of guarding against the pains to which there 
was no end. This was the theory of medieval torture—of salvation by 
the rack—and it explains much that would be else inexplicable. It was 
founded on a hideous mistake, and could not outlast the development of 
reason. And yet this very calamity was the means of awakening the 
spiritual conscience of mankind, and preparing the way for the great 
enlightenment to follow. Our feet, and those of our posterity, would not 
stand so firmly were not the rack and the pyre among the elements of our 
history.—J ULIAN HAWTHORNE, in the Cosmopolitan. 


HE FOUND HEAVEN. 


A MINISTER one day preached on heaven. Next morning he was going 
down town, and met one of his old wealthy members. The brother stopped 
the preacher and said: 

“Pastor, you preached a good sermon about heaven. You told me all 
about heaven, but you never told me where heaven is.” 

“Ah?” said the pastor, “I am glad of an opportunity this morning. I 
have just come from the hilltop yonder. In that cottage there is a 
member of your church. She isin bed with fever, her two little children 
are sick in the other bed, and she has not got a bit of coal nor a stick of 
wood, nor flour, nor sugar, nor any bread. If you will go down town and 
buy five dollars’ worth of things—nice provisions—and send them up to 
her, and then go up there and say: ‘My sister I have brought these nice 
provisions in the name of our Lord and Savior,’ then ask for a Bible and 
read the Twenty-third Psalm, and then get down on your knees and pray, 
if you don’t see heaven before you get all through I'll pay the bill.” The 
next morning he said, “Pastor, I saw heaven, and I spent fifteen minutes 
in heaven as certainly as you are listening.” 


—_=_— 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


China is said to have accepted Japan’s terms of peace and expressed readiness to sign 
the proposed treaty. 
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Twenty-six young men have been arrested at Tarnopol for alleged conspiracy to re- 
establish the independence of Poland. 


Postmaster General Bissell has resigned his position in Piesident Cleveland’s cabinet 
and ex-Congressman William L. Wilson haa been nominated to succeed him. The change 
will be effected about April 1. 


Diplomatic relations have been entirely broken between France and Venezuela The 
minister of the latter named power at Paris has been given his passports. What the - 
result will be is unknown, but it is awaited with great interest. 


Here is a curious fact about the weather. Though the frost has been several degrees 
below zero near the sea level in Scotland and elsewhere, the thermometer has not 
touched zero at the top of Ben Nevis. Two degrees above zervu is the lowest point re- 
corded on a peak where the snow sometimes lies till midsummer. 


A very valuable discovery of old coins has just been made near Reni, a rising Russian 
town on the Pruth, a tributary of the Danube. These coins, which are in an excellent 
state of preservation, are of gold, number 512, and belong to the time of Philip of Mace. 
donia, the father of Alexander the Great. They have been taken possession of by the 
police, and will be sent to St. Petersburg. It is reported that the number found was 
much greater, and that the police were only able to seize about half, the other gold coins 
having already fallen into the hands of the Jews. 


A new giraffe has arrived at the Zoo, which is said to be the first of the South African 
variety ever seen in this country. All the giraffes previously exhibited have belonged to 
the smaller and paler form found in northern tropical Africa. ‘The journey of the latest 
arrival from Southampton to London was overcome after some little difficulty. It was 
no easy matter to convey an animal ten feet in height under the many railway bridges 
en route, but this drawback was eventually overcome, and the tall stranger found him- 
self--or, rather, herself, for the giraffe is a female specimen-— safely landed in Regent’s 
Park. 


Probably the most wonderful example of avian indifference to frost, or rather of the 
want of effect of the coldest waters on birds’ legs, is exemplified in the habits of the 
humming birds of America. The diminutive size of these creatures and the extraordinary 
delicacy of their bones and whole nervous system are notorious. ‘The broad-tailed species 
(Trochilus platycercus), if stripped of its beautiful feathers, is no larger than one of our 
common bumble bees. Some years ago, when Dr. Merriman, Chief of the Ornithological 
Section of the American Agricultural Department, was on a scientific expedition to the 
mountain regions of San Francisco, he encountered flocks of hundreds of these beautiful 
little creatures, and he described their habits in a bulletin which he issued in 1890. 
“‘They wake up very early in the morning,” says Dr. Merriman, ‘‘and gu to water at 
daylight, no matter how cold the weather is. During the month of August, when the 
mornings were often frosty, bundreds of them came to the spring to drink, and bathe at 
the break of day. _- ii * They would drop down to the water, dip their 
feet and bellies, and rise and shoot away as if propelled by an unseen power.” And yet 
these pigmy birds are essentially creatures of flower and sunshine. Truly, the mysteries 
of bird-life are, in many respects, mysterious and (apparently) past finding out. Birds, 
I believe, never absolutely die of cold. I question if they even feel it as man does, and 
I attribute their invulnerability to the closeness and warmth of their feathery covering, 
the peculiar texture of the skin of their feet and legs, the fatty plumpness of their flesh, 
the warmth and richness of their blood, and other purely physiological characteristics. 
If kindly disposed people, in the visitations of severe weather, take care to spare a little 
for the birds, the birds will take care of themselves—and be healthy, wealthy, and happy 
—and the robins and wrens, at least, will pay back with interest in floods of that melody 
which is indeed a ‘‘glorious gift of God” to the ‘‘ poor man’s choristers,” and which they 
do not, in winter at all events, pour forth in emulous rivalry and for purely selfish sexual 
ends, 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 1895. 


AN OBJECTION ANSWERED. 


THE preface to the Book of Mormon contains the following very striking 
statement: “Written by way of commandment and also by the Spirit of 
revelation. * * * And now if there are faults they are 
the mistakes of men: wherefore condemn not the things of God, that ye 
may be found spotless at the judgment-seat of Christ.” 

When the world shall have settled down to a calm, dispassionate and 
unprejudiced investigation of the claims which the Book of Mormon and 
its friends make for it, there will be found many interesting incidents 
connected with its history since it was first published. Scores of men 
have written against it and numerous theories have been put forth as to 
its origin, but all these writings and all these theories have been subse- 
quently abandoned. Every year is adding proof of a scientific nature to 
the truth and inspiration of that record; yet men shut their eyes and will 
not see in the discoveries made any evidence in favor of it. The claim 
that it was delivered by an ange] from heaven is too great for men to 
accept; an admission of this would carry with it the idea that revelation 
is given in our own day, and it would further imply that any church that 
denies revelation is not the church of God. | 

Among the numerous objections that have been urged against this book 
is this, that the grammar in it is imperfect; and, say the objectors, inas- 
much as it was translated by the power of God, how is this possible? 
There is no doubt that the writer of the quotation above given saw this 
very objection through the gift of prophecy when he said, “condemn not 
the things of God.” This same argument has been used against the Bible 
by atheistical writers. The Bible, however, has withstood all the attacks 
of its enemies, and the Book of Mormon will do the same. 

The testimony of the witnesses is not that the grammar in the Book of 
Mormon is correct, but that the translation from the plates was made by 
the gift and power of God and is therefore perfect. Some of the writers 
in the book stated that they were not well educated in the language of the 
record, and it is possible that the construction of their sentences was not 
always perfect. Their ideas were inspired, while the expression of them 
was their own. A correct translation would carry with it any of these 
defects in language which existed in the original record, otherwise the 
translation could not be called entirely correct. There are mistakes of 
this character in the Bible as well as in the Book of Mormon. 

Notwithstanding a few grammatical imperfections, there is no sentence 
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in the Book of Mormon the meaning of which is not clear.* Principles of 
the Gospel are explained in such a simple manner that a child can compre 
hend them. There is no chance for spiritualizing the Book of Mormon 
doctrines; they are as plainly to be seen as objects at noon-day. This 
simplicity is of much greater importance to a person seeking for salvation 
than any other consideration. The grammar might be faultless and the 
rhetoric perfect, yet the meaning could be very ambiguous and hence not 
beneficial to the understanding of men. The simple language of the Bible 
has been the admiration of all generations since it was written, and is 
to-day looked upon as a model; why will not the same principles apply in 
favor of the Book of Mormon? Among all the criticisms offered against 
this book we have never heard it said that it was hard to understand. 

The Latter-day Saints do not contend over the meaning of passages in 
the Book of Mormon, because there is no room for contention. A person 
who rejects it and the testimony of the Gospel which it bears does so at 
his own peril. He it is who is warned not to condemn the things of God 
because of man’s imperfections. 

What will be the standing, in the day of judgment, of a man who should 
be asked, did he obey the Gospel as taught by the Savior, and his answer 
should be that he did not know it was on the earth during his lifetime? 
Did he read the Book of Mormon? He read part of it, or perhaps all of it, 
but could not accept it because of two or three little grammatical] errors 
which it contained. Did they take away any of its clearness, or obsure its 
meaning? No, but he thought the record of God should be free from all 
these. Was he not told in the beginning of the book that all such faults 
were due to the mistakes of men? Was not the warning given that he 
should not reject the things of God for any such flimsy reason? The 
testimony of the witnesses of the Book of Mormon is that the translation 
was made by the gift and power of God, which testimony he had read. 
Will not such a person be left without excuse, and counted among the 
unbelievers? B. 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


Tue Liverpool Conference was held in the Power Loom Weavers’ Associa- 
tion Building, Blackburn, Sunday, February 17, 1895, meetings being held 
at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The following named Elders were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Victor P. Wells and 
Alfred L. Booth, of the Liverpool Office; Robert Aveson, President of, and 
John W. Crook and William Jones, Traveling Elders in, the Manchester 
Conference; Israel C. Brown, Joseph A. Buttle and George A. Seaman, 
Traveling Elders in the Leeds Conference; Heber C. Boden, President of, 
and Brigham Davies, John W. McPherson, Thomas Mather, Ira Bennion, 
James Duckworth, Stephen W. Ross, James W. Saville, Samuel Gerrard, 
Samuel O. Crosby, and Miles A. Romney, Traveling Elders in, the Liver- 
pool Conference. 

At the afternoon meeting the general and local authorities of the 
Ohureh were presented and unanimously sustained. 
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There was an excellent attendance at each of the meetings and quite 
a number of strangers were interested listeners to the discourses. The 
Spirit of God was enjoyed throughout the day and the remarks made by 
the speakers were of a very encouraging and interesting character; all 
those*present felt that the Conference was indeed a spiritual feast. 

The statistical report and the report of the labors for the six months 
ending February 17, were as follows: Apostles 1; Seventies 12; Elders 
7; Priests 7; Teachers 1; Deacons 7; members 104; total officers and 
members 139. Tracts distributed 18,751; houses visited 15,284; Gospel 
conversations 714; books disposed of 90; books loaned 310; in-door meet- 
ings 197; open-air meetings 9; Sunday schools 77; Mutual Improvement 
Association meetings 29. Baptisms 13; confirmations 13; ordinations 4; 
emigrated over eight years of age 2; removed 1; children blessed 4; died 1. 

On Monday morning a Priesthood meeting was held, at which the Elders 
gave in their reports and received excellent and timely instructions from — 
Brother Lund. 

The sisters deserve the thanks of all for their kindness in preparing and 
serving dinner and “tea” which were partaken of in one of the rooms of 
the building. JaMEs DuckworTH, Clerk of Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


EtpER Hyrum JosEPH SMITH writes from) Nottingham, March 4, 1895, as 
follows: “I have been visiting friends and relatives in the towns of 
Strongstry, Stubbins, and Ramsbottom, in Lancashire, where I spent 
three weeks. My time was pretty well occupied in advancing the doctrine 
of our Savior Jesus Christ. There seems to be a great interest among the 
people in those places to investigate the principles of the Gospel. Learn- 
ing that a Latter-day Saint was in the village, many came to hear the 
doctrines of the Church, and I was kept busy several evenings in answer- 
ing questions and explaining principles. One gentleman sent to the 
MILLENNIAL Stak office for a dozen little books called The Latter-day 
Saints which he distributed among his associates at Sunday School. This 
caused some of them to become a little interested. One evening every- 
thing I said was taken down in short hand and copies were sent to 
different associates for them to read. I was asked why no Elders were 
stationed in that neighborhood. This is my second visit to my relatives 
and I heard echoes of the previous one. A minister told one of his 
followers that if Mr. Smith would come to him he would answer any 
questions that his followers could not. On my previous visit the sub- 
ject of salvation for the dead which causes our ‘heart to turn unto our 
fathers’ came up, and an impression must have been made upon the 
people’s minds by my quoting the verse: ‘Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then 
baptized for the dead?’ They sought the reverend gentleman for an 
explanation and he spiritualized it to mean: ‘Else what shall they do 
which are baptized for Christ if Christ rise not at all? why are they 
then baptized for Christ?’ He said, however, that the verse quoted was 
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the most difficult to explain of any in the Bible, and told them not to 
bother with such things but stick to the Church of England creed, as that 
was enough to save them. When he asked them about the doctrine we 
taught they said they believed it to be true; whereupon he exclaimed, 
‘I can’t imagine what you are doing to believe such doctrine. He 
hoped Mr. Smith would see his error. He penned a letter intending to 
send it to me, but one of those to whom I had been speaking and 
writing disapproved of it as it contained slanderous phrases. I had 
been given to understand that he would like to see me, when I came 
again, and I[ therefore called on him, at his residence. ‘Oh,’ says he, ‘you 
have come to convert England to Mormonism, have you?’ I informed him 
we would try to do our part towards it, by the help of our Heavenly 
Father. He sneeringly answered; ‘Not tosuch doctrine as you teach.’ 
From this our conversation led to the Book of Mormon and he declared 
the Bible to be a sufficient guide for us and we did not want any more 
books. I asked him, if the Bible was a sufficient guide why add the 
Prayer Book? He said that was according to the Bible. But before we 
had long reviewed the first of the thirty-nine articles he discoverd his 
inability to prove such doctrine as that contains, for he said: ‘Well what 
does it matter what form God is of. What monstrous doctrine is this? 
Would men thus destroy the foundation upon which faith rests? Would 
they take from us the knowledge of the Scriptures that God created man 
in His own image, and present us with a mystical idea that no man can 
comprehend? I heard afterwards from a friend that the minister preached 
a sermon about a people going around believing in the Book of Mormon 
etc. I feel that an impression was made uponhim. He could see that the 
doctrines he advanced were not according to the Bible and he was afraid 
of losing some of his followers if they heard the Gospel which is the power 
of God unto salvation. Those souls who are honestly searching after the 
truth will gladly receive the word and ‘know of the doctrine whether it 
be of God.’ I feel to thank my Heavenly Father for the opportunity I[ 
have had of coming into the world with the Gospel of Christ.” 

Elders Z. T. Derrick and Robert Blain write from Stockton-on-Tees, 
March 7, 1895: “We had funeral services over the remains of Sister 
Elizabeth Ann Barrett who died here recently. She was an exemplary 
young lady, full of faith in the Gospel. By request of her mother it was 
arranged to have the funeral at the residence. The house was crowded 
with Saints and strangers. President Chan: rs was present and he and 
Elder Derrick spoke on the principles of the Gospel, showing who should 
come forth in the first resurrection. We met again the next day at the 
cemetery chapel and about seventy-five strangers were present. President 
Chambers showed that there is but one way into the Kingdom of Heaven 
and that is through obedience to the Gospel ordinances. At the grave a 
dedicatory prayer was offered, and the company dispersed. The strictest 
attention was given throughout by those assembled, and we hope some 
will be led to investigate the Gospel. At the close of the service President 
Chambers called at the lodge at the cemetery entrance and received his fee 
as minister on the occasion. This he gave to Sister Barrett, the mother of 
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the deceased, which caused some comment by those present, as they then 
learned that the Latter-day Saint Elders make no charge for their 
services.” 


THE PILGRIM FATHERS. 


WHO among us can imagine the feelings of the brave yet suffering band of 
one hundred and two Pilgrim exiles, whoin the dreary month of December, 
1620, landed on the New England shores to establish for themselves, their 
posterity and their co-religionists a home where they might be free from 
persecution? Who can appreciate the courage they possessed and trials 
they endured to bequeath to those who followed the heritage of freedom? 
Perhaps none in our community can conceive of the feelings of those early 
pioneers but those modern Pilgrimis who traversed the great sea of sand 
and desert stretching between the Missouri River and the Dead Sea of 
America, with no hope to sustain their exhausted bodies but that of 
freedom, and no power to guide them but that of God. These had no 
gallant ship to bear them forward, no Mayflower to live in history, but 
their determination, crowned with success, has made a record unsurpassed 
in grandeur and nobility by that of the courageous pioneers of New 
England. Indeed a reader of both narratives cannot but be impressed by 
the similarity of the motives, resolves and results of the two peoples, 
separated so widely by time. 

Persecution, that cruel yet effective power was the cause in both in- 
stances of the transplanting of the communities, and it was their principles 
which enabled them to grapple with and successfully overcome difficulties 
which would have daunted less devoted people. 

The Pilgrims, as is known to almost every school child, came from 
England. When James I. was king of that country there were in his 
realm two great parties, who were known respectively as Conformists and 
Non-Conformists. The former acknowledged the king as the head of the 
church as well as the state, and they also conformed to all the observances 
and rituals of the Church. The latter also bowed to the rule and acknow- 
ledged the authority of the king, but objected to many of the forms and 
ceremonies sO common in the mother church. These latter eventually 
became a powerful political factor in the country and numbered in their 
body some of the most noted men of the age. Their early organization 
and progress was marked by severe persecution, but as they were enabled 
by the influence and power of numbers to overcome this obstacle, they in 
turn became intolerant. Some of their body, now known as Pilgrims, then 
called Separatists, or Brownists, became the objects of their attacks. 
These were unwilling to admit the ecclesiastical authority of the king, 
claimed the right of choosing their own religious leaders, and of governing 
— affairs as the wisdom or caprice of the various congregations might 

ect. 

Their numbers in England were never very great, the extreme limit 
being placed at twenty thousand, while some estimates do not allow them 
#@ greater limit than five thousand. Their power and influence were waning 
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when their leaders began looking around for some new home in which they 
might be free from the vexations to which they were subject in the mother 
country. 

From Scrooby, a little settlement about forty miles from Boston, in 
England, which was the principal gathering place of these devoted people, 
they turned their eyes towards the continent in the hope that they might 
find in Holland a place of refuge from the vexatious persecutions to which 
they were being subjected. One of theirchief men, too, William Brewster, 
had already resided for some time in an official capacity in that land, and 
_ had been imbued with the feeling of freedom which then prevailed in that 
locality. | 

Their resolution formed, they therefore made preparations in the fall of 
1607 to set out from the Port of Boston, but through the base betrayal of 
the commander of the ship which was to convey them from their native 
heath, they were taken prisoners and subjected to many indignities. 
These things were disheartening, though they did not prevent the con- 
summation of the cherished plans, and in the spring of 1608 they prepared 
a second time to make their escape. The boat which conveyed them from 
the shore to the vessel in waiting, did not succeed in transferring all who 
desired to embark, indeed only one load had been taken, when a great 
crowd of government officials, accompanied by the rabble, appeared upon 
the scene and took as prisoners a number of those who were prepared to 
leave England, as they supposed forever. Those who were already 
aboard desired to be returned to the shore, to join their persecuted 
comrades, but the captain, fearful of some punishment which he imagined 
might be inflicted upon him for his connection with the affair, put out to 
sea. It was therefore not until the month of August that the whole 
company was reunited on the banks of the Zuyder Sea in Holland. 

Their hopes concerning the freedom of worship were realized in their 
new home, but they were still restless and discontented. Locating first at 
Amsterdam they next went to Leyden, but the fears of war, which was 
imminent between Holland and its neighboring countries, and the belief 
that they who were Englishmen might be, at no distant day, absorbed by 
the Dutch, created the determination in their hearts to leave the low 
countries and seek their fortunes and freedom in the New World. 

Two vessels left England upon this journey, which at the time was con- 
sidered very perilous. Various excuses, however, were found by the 
captain of one of the ships, by which means he escaped making the journey 
which he feared. The Mayflower, however, that gallant vessel which 
brought to our shores some noble men, many of whose descendants are 
scattered throughout this broad country, successfully accomplished the 
trip and anchored in Cape Cod Bay in the month of December, 1620. It 
was on the 2ist of December of this year that the exploring party 
sent out from the good ship Mayflower landed on the now famous 
Plymouth Rock, but not until the 25th of the same month did the 
Pilgrims feel sufficiently satisfied with the reports brought them to 
make their permanent landing. This rock is situated about thirty-five 
miles from the city of Boston, Massachusetts, and is a place to which 
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many worshipers Of the hoary past turn their footsteps as if to do penance 
for the lack of appreciation of the great country and greater blessings 
bequeathed us by our forefathers. 

It is commonly said that the new settlement of Plymouth founded by 
the Pilgrims was so nawed in honor of Plymouth in England, from which 
place they had departed. It has been found, however, that the region 
where these people landed had already been explored by John Smith and 
a map of the bay and coastline had been made, to which the name of 
Plymouth had been given. 

The history of the labors of these great pioneers of religious freedom is 
too well known to need reiteration here. It is well, however, for us to 
recall and bear in remembrance the noble deeds of these great men, for 
though they themselves later fell into the error of persecuting those who 
did not worship as they did, yet the good they accomplished will live in 
history and will be remembered with gratitude by those who are made 
partakers of the blessings which their labors so much assisted in 
establishing.—Juvenile Instructor. 


THE MUSINGS OF A MEDICAL MAN. 


Aut the physical evils of life seem to culminate in death, and yet death, 
as I have seen it, has not been a painful or terrible process. In many 
cases a man dies without having incurred nearly as much pain during the 
whole of his fatal illness as would have risen from a whitlow or an abscess 
of the jaw. And it is often those deaths which seem most terrible to the 
onlooker which are Jeast so to the sufferer. When a man is overtaken by 
an express and shivered into fragments, or when he drops from a fourth 
floor window and is smashed into a bag of splinters, the unfortunate 
spectators are convulsed with horror, and find a text for pessimistic views 
about the Providence which allows such things to be. And yet it is very 
doubtful whether the deceased, could his tongue be loosened, would 
remember anything at all about the matter. We know, as students of 
medicine, that though pain is usually associated with cancers and with 
abdominal complaints, still, in the various fevers, in apoplexy, in blood 
poisonings, in lung diseases, and, in short, in the greater proportion of 
serious maladies there is little suffering. 

I remember how struck I was when first I saw the actual cautery applied 
in a case of spinal disease. The white-hot iron was pressed firmly into the 
patient’s back, without the use of any anesthetic, and, what with the 
sight and the nauseating smell of burned flesh, I felt faint and ill. Yet to 
my astonishment, the patient never flinched or moved a muscle of his face ; 
and, on my inquiring afterwards, he assured me that the proceeding was 
absolutely painless—a remark which was corroborated by the surgeon. 
“The nerves are so completely and instantaneously destroyed,” he 
explained, that they have no time to convey a painful impression.” But 
then, if this be so, what becomes of all the martyrs at the stake, and the 
victims of Red Indians, and other poor folk over whose sufferings and con- 
stancy we have wondered? It may be that Providence is not only not cruel 
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of itself, but will not allow man to be cruel either. Do your worst, and it 
will step in with a “No, I won’t allow this poor child of mine to be hurt ;” 
and then comes the dulling of the nerve and the lethargy which takes the 
victim out of the reach of the tormentor. David Livingstone, under the 
claws of the lion, must have looked like an object lesson of the evil side of 
things, and yet he has left it upon record that his own sensations were 
pleasurable rather than otherwise. I ain well convinced that if the newly 
born infant and the man who has just died could compare their experiences, 
the former would have proved to be the sufferer. It is not for nothing 
that the first thing the new-comer into this planet does is to open its 
toothless mouth and protest energetically against fate. 

Cullingworth has written a parable which makes a paragraph for our 
wonderful new weekly. “he little cheese-mites held debate,” he says, 
“as to who made the cheese. Some thought that they had no data to go 
upon, and some that it had come together by a solidification of 
vapor, or by the centrifugal attraction of atoms. A few surmised that the 
platter might have something to do with it, but the wisest of them could 
not deduce the existence of a cow.” Weare at one, he and I, in thinking 
that the infinite is beyond our perception. We differ only in that he 
sees evil and I see good in the working of the universe. Ah! what a 
mystery it all is! Let us be honest and humble, and think kindly of each 
other. There’s a line of stars all winking at me over the.opposite roof— 
winking slily at the silly little person with the pen and paper who is so 
earnest about what he can never understand.—The Idler. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The Beaver Woollen Mills are making preparations to start up before long. They 
have prospects of a prosperous run during the coming season. 


The San Francisco Chronicle, which has until recently been very bitter in its attacks on 
the Latter-day Saints, lately published a very fair report of a meeting held in that city. 
It is about the first time the paper has ever mentioned the Saints without using abusive 
or sneering language. 

The mining town of Eureka was lately honored with a visit from Elder Abraham H. 
Cannon of the Council of the Apostles, H. B. Clawson, John Beck, Walter Beatty, and 
G. Wells, all from Salt Lake City. Many went tohear them preach. Some were moved 
by curiosity, and others by a desire to hear the Gospel. 

Not far from Price station on the Rio Grande Western Railway have been discovered 
extensive deposits of ozocerite. It is almost pure mineral wax and is very valuable for 
insulating electric wires. Miner’s candles are made from it, and it is used on a large 
scale for manufacturing asphalt pavements. Specimens have been sent to different firms 
in New York, Chicago, and others localities, for the purpose of advertising among people 
interested in such matters. 


The movement for submitting a separate prohibition clause of the state constitution 
to the voters has spread to other places than Salt Lake City. The authorities and minis- 
ters of the various churches in Provo met in the T'abernacle at that place on February 11 
and passed resolutions in favor of having all the people regardless of creed or party 
express themselves for or against prohibition when the constitution is voted for, as it was 
thought that would be the best time for settling the question. 


